
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Impact Sensor 

 The Impact Sensor, only offered with the WellAWARE™ Systems, 
is placed on the floor and detects vibrations through the floor. It can detect 
disabling falls in a fifteen foot radius.  The Data Manager uses this data in 
tandem with the motion sensors to infer whether a fall has happened in the 
apartment.  The Impact Sensor can differentiate between a solid object 
falling and a person falling hard.   

Installation: 

The batteries (4AA-cell) are installed by unscrewing the retainer screw on one side of the 
detector.  Pull the battery compartment open.  The battery pack comes out of the box.   

After the batteries are replaced and reconnected to the box carefully place the battery 
pack in the box as shown.  The top can then be screwed back on.   

 

First the floor type needs to be determined.  There are 8 settings:  

  

These are set by the rotary switch near the bottom of the detector.  This switch can be changed 
carefully by simply rotating the knob.  The settings from 0 to 7 go from least sensitive to most 
sensitive. A wooden floor will need a less sensitive setting because the vibrations being detected 
will show up easily. A concrete slab floor will need a much more sensitive setting since 
vibrations don’t travel as well through it.   
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Make sure the switch is clicked in place.  If it is in between settings the sensor will behave 
unpredictably. 

 

Set the floor to the one that best describes the where it will be placed, i.e. if it is a 2nd floor of 
concrete in a building where there is industrial equipment nearby this would be considered noisy 
mezzanine.  The more solid the floor is (concrete etc) the more sensitive the setting will need to 
be.  If the floor is less solid (a 2nd story wood floor) it will need to be set to the less sensitive side.  
When the Impact Sensor is in place out of the way it can be tested.  Test it by walking near it.  
The LED shouldn’t light up.  If this is not the case you should use a less sensitive setting.  Then 
stomp three times near it.  The LED should light up.  If this is not the case try using a more 
sensitive setting.   

Considerations: 

 This sensor does not detect falls.  It detects impacts associated with hard falls within a 
fifteen foot radius.  If the sensor is placed near a wall its range may be limited.  However load 
bearing walls have more of a limiting effect than partitions.  In some cases you may be able to 
place a sensor close to a wall and increase the sensitivity a notch to compensate for the 
dampening effect of the wall.   

 The sensor must be placed out of the way and preferably out of sight.  If it is in plain 
sight it may be tampered with resulting in faulty data.  Good examples for placement are: under 
the bed, between a partition and a table etc.   
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