
   

Normally, you would use the eject button to remove the WLAN Adapter. However, 
you are advised to refer to your system’s manual on properly ejecting your WLAN 
Adapter from the slot. 
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5  Using the Configuration & Monitor 
Utility 

In special circumstances, you may need to change configuration settings 
depending on how you would like to manage your wireless network. The 
Configuration & Monitor Application utility enables you to make configuration 
changes and perform user-level diagnostics on your WLAN Adapter as well as 
monitor the status of communication. 

5.1  Configure 802.11b WLAN/Flash Disk USB Adapter Under 
Windows XP 

Windows XP is the only operating system right now that enables you to configuration 
the WLAN Adapter without using the Configuration & Monitor Application utility. 
Therefore, if your desktop or laptop is running on Windows XP, you need to decide 
whether to configure your WLAN Adapter through Windows XP or Configuration & 
Monitor utility. 
 
After you install complete, the Configuration & Monitor utility will start to run it 
automatically. If you choose to configure your WLAN Adapter through Windows XP 
instead of through Configuration & Monitor utility, follow the steps below: 

1. Exit the Configuration & Monitor Utility icon. If it is currently active, 
this icon is loaded on the system tray of Windows task bar, right click to exit 
Configuration & Monitor Utility. 

2. Windows XP will appear a “Wireless Network Connection # ” message. 

 

3. Click on the message and the “Automatic Wireless Network Configuration” 
will display automatically. You may click “Connect” button to connect with 
an available Access Point. 
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4. You may click “Advanced” button to make advanced configuration for the 
802.11b WLAN/Flash Disk USB Adapter, Select the Wireless Networks tab 
shown as below. 

 

Note: You must select one 
way to configure 802.11b 
WLAN/Flash Disk USB 
Adapter either of using the 
Configuration and Monitor 
Utility by un-checking this 
check box or using Windows 
XP Automatic Wireless 
Network Configuration first 
by checking this check box. 
When using the 
Configuration and Monitor 
Utility, the check box will be 
un-checked automatically 

 - 27 - 



   

For more information on how to use the automatic wireless network configuration, please 
refer to Windows XP Help file. 
However, the Configuration & Monitor utility provides you more settings to configure the 
802.11b WLAN/Flash Disk USB Adapter and monitor the wireless network connection. 
Please refer to the following section “Usage of the Configuration & Monitor utility”. 

5.2  Usage of the Configuration & Monitor Utility 

1. Insert the 802.11b WLAN/Flash Disk USB Adapter into the USB slot on the 
desktop or laptop. The Configuration & Monitor Application utility will 
appear as an icon on the system tray of Windows task bar. Double-click on 

this icon or go to Program File and run the USB Wireless LAN. 

  When the station is in Infrastructure mode and not associated with an AP, 
color of the icon is red. 

  When the station is in Infrastructure mode and associated with an AP, color of 
icon is blue. 

  When the station is in Ad-Hoc mode, color of icon is always blue. 
  When the station is in Ad-Hoc mode and the WLAN Card is resetting and 

initializing, color of icon is red. 
 

2. The next window appears onscreen (the following pages describe the 
Configuration & Monitor Application utility in sequence). 
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Status 

 

 The following configuration parameters are shown: 
z Profile Name 

  The Profile field allows you to set values for all parameters by selecting a 
previously defined profile or allows you to create a new profile for 802.11b 
WLAN/Flash Disk USB Adapter. To create a new profile, enter a Profile 
Name in Profile field and set the corresponding parameters. After complete 
the setting, click “Set Selected Profile” and click “Apply” button to take 
effect. If you don’t want to use the profile, click the “Cancel Profile 
Manager Mode”. You could have multiple profiles and modify a profile at 
any time. 

z Operating Mode 

Allow you to choose between Ad-Hoc and Infrastructure mode. In Ad-Hoc 
mode the wireless stations can communicate directly with each other. In 
Infrastructure mode the use of an Access Point (AP) is necessary for 
wireless stations to communicate with each other. 
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z Channel 

This item is available only if Ad-Hoc mode was selected in the previous field. 
Select the 14 channels available for use. 

z SSID 

When using the wireless station in an Ad-Hoc mode then all participating 
stations should have the same SSID. When using the wireless station in an 
Infrastructure mode the SSID must be the same as the SSID of the AP it is 
associated with. 

z Tx Rate 

Your WLAN Card provides various transmission (data) rate options for you to 
select. In most networking scenarios, the option Auto will prove the most 
efficient. This setting allows your WLAN Adapter to operate at the maximum 
transmission rate. When the communication quality drops below a certain 
level, the WLAN Adapter will automatically switch to a lower transmission 
rate. Transmission at lower data speeds is usually more reliable. However, 
when the communication quality improves again, the WLAN Adapter will 
gradually increase the transmission rate again until it reaches the highest 
available transmission rate. If you wish to balance speed versus reliability, you 
can select any of the available options. 

z MAC Address  

Indicates the MAC address of the 802.11b WLAN/Flash Disk USB Adapter. 
MAC address could be used as the unique ID of the WLAN Adapter. 

The communication status is also shown: 

z Status 

 Indicates the status of connection and MAC address of the associated Access 
Point when the FW-C703 802.11b WLAN/Flash Disk USB Adapter is 
configured in Infrastructure mode. 

z Signal Strength 

Signal level when receiving the last responding packet. Signal strength is 
calculated as the percentage of its signal level measurement relative to the full 
signal level. 
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z Link Quality  

    The transmission quality between your WLAN Adapter and the AP it is 
associated with (Infrastructure mode). Based on the quality of the received 
signal of the Access Point. 

After changing parameters click “Apply” button to take effect. 

  Statistics 

 

The Statistics utility allows you to view the statistic (Packets) information (Data 
Packets, Mgmt Packets, and Rejected Packets). To renew or update the list of 
statistics, click “Reset”. 
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Site Survey 

 

The Site Survey utility allows you to scan all the channels to locate all the APs 
(Access Points) within the range of your WLAN Adapter. When an/various AP(s) 
are located, information regarding the BSSID and SSID, signal strength and 
channel where the AP operates, whether or not WEP encryption is used, and the 
operating mode is shown. Click “Re-Scan” to update the list. You may stop 
rescanning by press the “Cancel” button. 
 
To associate with any of the APs listed, double-click on your choice (on the 
BSSID field) and the utility will take you back to the Status utility showing you 
the parameters of the newly established connection. 
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Encryption 

 

To prevent unauthorized wireless stations from accessing data transmitted over 
the network, the Encryption utility offers highly secure data encryption by 
allowing you to set four different WEP keys (must be the same for the 
participating wireless stations) and specify which one to use. To set encryption: 

1. Choose Enabled on the Encryption window and select either 64 Bits or 128 Bits 
Encryption. 

2. Select any of the available WEP keys (Key #1 to #4) on the Default Key field. 
The WEP keys must be in HEX (hexadecimal) format in the range of a to f, A to 
F, and 0 to 9. 

3. Select the Authentication Type (Open System or Shared Key or Auto). 

4. Press Apply for any changes to take effect. 
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 Advanced 

 

The Advanced utility allows you to change the following advanced 
configuration settings: 

z Fragmentation Threshold 

 Allow you to set the Fragmentation Threshold (threshold for the activation 

of the fragmentation mechanism). The Fragmentation function is used for 

improving the efficiency when high traffic flows along in the wireless 

network. If you often transmit large files in the wireless network, move the 

slide bar with your mouse and then use the right and left arrow keyboard 

keys to select an exact number. The figure shows the recommended 

configuration setting. 

z RTS/CTS Threshold 

Allow you to set the RTS Threshold (threshold for the activation of the 

RTS/CTS mechanism). Transmitter contending for the medium may not hear 
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each other. RTS/CTS (Request-To-Send/Clear-To-Send) mechanism can 

solve this “Hidden Node Problem.” If the packet size is smaller than the preset 

RTS Threshold size, the RTS/CTS mechanism will not be enabled. To enable 

RTS/CTS Threshold, move the slide bar with your mouse and then use the 

right and left arrow keyboard keys to select an exact number. The figure 

shows the recommended configuration setting. 

z 802.11 Power Save 

Allow you to minimize power consumption and conserve the battery life of 

your computer. 

 About 

 

By choosing this option, you can get the information on the version of the 
driver, firmware and application. Use the “Exit” button in order to exit the 
application. 
On a Local Area Network (LAN) or other network, the MAC (Media Access 
Control) address is your computer’s unique hardware number. On an Ethernet 
LAN, it is the same as your Ethernet address. 
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5.3  Usage of the Change Region Tool 

This option is used for changing the Channel of the Region for the WLAN Adapter 
according to your current region. The default Channel will be Channel 1 to Channel 11 for 
USA, Canada and Taiwan. If you don’t locate in the default countries, please go to the 
FW-C703 Change Region Tool and select the Channel Region that you locate. If you don’t 
select the right Channel Region, it may occur your WLAN Adapter cannot work properly. 
After selecting the correctly Region, click “OK” button to make the Change Region take 
effect. 
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6  Install the USB Flash Driver for 
Windows (Optional Function) 

In this section, we provide the instructions that guide you install or uninstall the 
driver of your 802.11b WLAN/Flash Disk USB Adapter in your PC. Because 
USB disk is driverless in most OS in Windows 2000, XP, and ME except 
Windows 98SE, we will provide how to install driver in this OS. 

6.1  Installation Driver Under Windows XP, 2000, ME 

Since the 802.11b WLAN/Flash Disk USB Adapter supports driverless functions 
under Windows XP, 200, ME, all you need to do is just plug the 802.11b WLAN/Flash 
Disk USB Adapter into the computer’s USB slot and system will auto detect and found 
the new Hardware. Wait for a while and the driver will automatic install. After 
complete the installation, you can see a Removable Disk and 31/2 Floppy display on 
Explorer and My Computer. You could access this Removable Disk just like access 
Floppy Disk. 

6.2  Installation Driver Under Windows 98SE 

As you plug 802.11b WLAN/Flash Disk USB Adapter into USB slot in your PC, the 
system will auto detect and find a new device. Follow the instructions below to install 
the driver on a computer running Windows 98SE: 

1. After inserting the USB Adapter into the USB slot on your laptop or notebook, 
Windows will auto-detect new hardware and will display an “Add New Hardware 
Wizard” window. Click “Next” to continue. 
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2. Select “Search for the best driver for your device (Recommended)” and click 
“Next”. 

 
3. Insert the Product CD-ROM into the CD-ROM drive. Select the “CD-ROM drive” 

check box and click on “Next” to install the driver. 

 
4. The Windows will find “USB Flash Disk”. Click “Next” to continue. 

 - 38 - 



   

 
5. Finish the installation. 

 
6. Restart the computer. 

 

6.3  Safety Removing the USB Flash Storage 

After you complete to copy files from or to 802.11b WLAN/Flash Disk USB Adapter, 
you need to safety removing it. Otherwise, it could occur data loss because you don’t 
“eject” USB Flash Disk FLASH before remove it from PC. 

Follow the steps below to stop using the WLAN Adapter: 
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1. Click on Unplug or Eject Hardware icon on the system tray of Windows task 

bar. 

 

2. Select the “USB Mass Storage Device” 

 

3. Wait a few seconds until the system pop-up a message to indicate that you can 
safely remove the WLAN Adapter from the system. Click OK and then you may 
eject WLAN Adapter. 

 

 6.4  Using the Flash Configuration & Monitor Utility 

After complete the installation, you can see a Removable Disk and 31/2 Floppy 
display on Explorer and My Computer. You could access this Removable Disk just 
like access Floppy Disk. The Security AP enables you to make password changes and 
protect on your Removable Disk. 
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Following steps below to configure and monitor the Security AP: 
Setup Password 

1. Open Explorer or My Computer and click on 31/2 Floppy Disk, you can see the 
file SECUAP.exe. 

2. Click on the file SECUAP.exe and the configuration of Security AP will appear. 

 

3. Click on Set Password to setup password and the configuration window will 
appear. Enter New Password of your choice and the maximum is 16 characters 
long. Confirm Password by re-enter the password. Enter a hint of your own, in 
case you forget your password. You can enter anything you want within 31 
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characters. If you check the Unmask Password check box, you will see what you 
have entered for the password. After finish the configuration, click on “OK” 
button. 

 

4. Finish the setup password and click “OK” button. 

 

5. Once you have set up the password correctly, you will notice the change in 
“Password Exist” Status. Click on “Close” button to exit the Security AP. 

 

 

 

 

6

 

Notice: After you finish the configuration, you need to remove the device from
USB port first and then plug in again to make configuration take effect. 
. When you remove the device from USB port and plug in it again, the device will 
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automatically be locked. If you try to access it, it will appear an error message. 
(Depending on the Operating System, the error message will be different).  

 

7. If you execute the Security AP, you will see that the device is LOCKED. 

 

Change Password 
1. If you have already setup a password before, you can change the password by click 

“Set Password” to change. 

 
2. Follow instruction please follow the procedure of Setup Password. 

Disable Password 
1. If you no longer want to use the password, click “Disable Password” to disable the 
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setting. 

 
2. Enter the password. 

 
 Notice: You only have SIX chances to enter password correctly. If you enter wrong 

password six times, it will automatically FORMAT your USB FLASH DISK. (All 
data will be lost) 

 
 
 
3. Complete the configuration. 

Unlock 
1. If you have setup a password, before you can access the USB Disk, you must “Unlock” 

first. (Enter password) Select “Unlock” to enter password. 

 
2. Enter the password. 
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3. Complete the configuration. 

Notice: You only have SIX chances to enter password correctly. If you enter 
wrong password six times, it will automatically FORMAT your USB FLASH 
DISK. (All data will be lost) 

Password Hint 
1. If you forget the password, you can use Password Hint to reminder you remember your 

password. 
2. Click “Password Hint” button and it will appear a message. 
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7  Troubleshooting 
This chapter covers potential problems you may run into and the possible 
remedies. After each problem description, some instructions are provided to 
help you to diagnose and solve the problem. 

Q: When you encounter problems, there are some preliminary 
checklists that can help you to dig out the problems before you take 
further actions? 

A:  - Try to isolate which part of the computer’s network connection is causing 
the problem. 

- Absence of, or conflict of the WLAN Card driver. Make sure that all device 
drivers are correctly installed (refer to chapter 3). 

- Determine if the location of your WLAN Card is not conducive for 
wireless transmission (refer to chapter 2 “Site Selection”). 

If a problem persists after you follow the instructions in this chapter, contact 
an authorized dealer for help. 

Q: When you encounter problems during Installation? 

A: Don’t insert your WLAN Card into the USB slot until you have finished 
the installation. If in case you should mistakenly insert your WLAN 
Card into your computer before installing the driver and utility, then 
perform the following to correct it: 

– Remove the WLAN Card from the USB slot. 

– Insert the driver CD into the CD-ROM drive and double-click the file 
SETUP.EXE under the Windows directory. It would locate the already 
installed driver and utility and uninstall it. 

– Re-boot your system after uninstalling. 

– Refer to chapter 2 and follow the instructions to properly install the 
driver and utility before inserting the WLAN Card. 

z Re-insert the WLAN Card to the computer again. 

z Check if the I/O and IRQ for the WLAN Card have conflict problems with 
other devices connected to your computer. 
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For Windows 98SE / 2000 / Me operating system, make sure that the USB 
device driver is installed on your computer. 

Q: During using Configuration & Monitor Utility, when you encountered 
the problem to connect? 

A:  - Use the Monitor utility of your Configuration & Monitor Utility to 
check the Link Quality of your WLAN Card with the AP it is associated 
with (Infrastructure mode) or with other wireless station(s) (Ad-Hoc mode). 

- Use the Site Survey utility of your Configuration & Monitor Utility to 
check if there is high interference around the environment. 

Q: When you cannot connect with Access Point? 

A:  - Make sure that the Access Point that your WLAN Card is 
associated with is powered on and all the LEDs are working 
properly. 

- Reconfigure and reset the Access Point. 
 - Use the Web Manager / Telnet of the Access Point to check whether it 

is connected to the network. 

Q: When Infrastructure mode is configured, the WLAN card cannot 
communicate with the computer in the Ethernet? 

A: - Make sure that the Access Point your WLAN Card is associated with is 
powered on. 

 - Use the Site Survey utility of the Configuration & Monitor Utility to 
verify if the operating radio channel is in good quality. Or, change the 
Access Point and all the wireless station(s) within the BSSID to another 
radio channel. 

- Out-of-range situation, which prevents the WLAN Card from establishing 
a wireless connection with the network. Move the WLAN Card closer to the 
Access Point it is associated with. 

- Make sure that your WLAN Card is configured with the same security 
option (encryption) to the Access Point. 
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- Make sure that the BSSID is the same as the Access Point for a 
roaming-disabled wireless station, or the ESSID is the same as the Access 
Point for a roaming-enabled wireless station. 

 
Q: What should I do when I cannot access the network? 

A:   - Make sure that the necessary driver(s) was correctly installed. 
- Make sure that the network configuration is appropriate. 
- Make sure that the user name or password is correct. 
- You have moved out of range of the network. 
- Turn off power management. 

Q: When the Configuration & Monitor Utility does not work correctly. 

A: - Make sure that the Configuration & Monitor Utility is correctly installed 
(refer to chapter 5). 
- If you are sure the operation has stop, reset the computer. 
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Appendix A WLAN USB Adapter 
Specification 

Product 802.11b WLAN/Flash Disk USB Adapter 

Model FW – C703A 

Attach Interface/ bus USB 1.1 and USB 2.0 

LED Indicators  Wireless LAN LINK in , Flash Disk in  (Option) 
2.412 ~ 2.462 GHz (FCC, Canada), 11 Channels 
2.412 ~ 2.4835 GHz (Japan, TELEC), 14 channels 

2.412 ~ 2.472 GHz (Euro ETSI), 13 channels 

2.457 ~ 2.462 GHz (Spain), 2 channels 
Operating Frequency/Channel 

2.457 ~ 2.472 GHz (France), 4 channels 

Direct Sequence Spread Spectrum (DSSS) Technology 
RF Modulation 

CCK, DQPSK, DBPSK 

RF Output Power 15 dBm typical 

-80 dBm at 11Mbps 

-82 dBm at 5.5Mbps 

-84 dBm at 2Mbps 
Sensitivity 

-85 dBm at 1Mbps 

Data Rate 11, 5.5, 2, 1 Mbps with automatic fall back 

Media Access Protocol CSMA/CA + ACK, IEEE 802.11b compliant 

Working Mode Ad-Hoc, Infrastructure 

TX: 5 V, 350 mA  
Power Consumption 

RX: 5 V, 240 mA 

Physical Dimension L90(mm) x W34(mm) x H20(mm) 

20% to 70% in operating 
Humidity 

20% to 90% Non-condensing in storage 

0 ~ 55 degree C in operation 
Temperature 

-20 ~ 70 degree C in storage 

Driver Support Windows 98SE/ ME/2000/XP 

Electromagnetic Compatibility FCC, CE 
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