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Mirrors

Exterior mirrors

The exterior mirror control is located between the steering wheel and 
the centre console.

Rotate the control to the left (1) to adjust the left-hand mirror or to the 
right (2) to adjust the right-hand mirror.

Press the control up, down left and right to adjust the mirror to the 
desired position.

To fold the mirrors manually, rotate the control to position (3).
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Configurable features

Mirror fold Mirrors will fold and unfold as the car is locked or 
unlocked.

Reverse dip One or both mirrors will dip when reverse gear is 
engaged.
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OCCUPANT CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

Occupant classification system - front passenger seat 

The system can determine if the passenger seat is occupied using 
weight sensors in the seat base and by checking the seat belt buckle 
engagement on the passenger seat belt. The passenger front air bag 
will not be active unless a specific weight is exceeded. This allows 
child restraint systems to be used on the passenger seat.

The status of the air bags is indicated by the PASSENGER AIR BAG 
OFF warning light (arrowed) on the overhead console. 

The PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF warning light illuminates when the 
ignition is switched on and extinguishes after 5 seconds.

The warning light will remain illuminated if the passenger seat is 
unoccupied or if a child seat is fitted.

NOTE: The PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF warning light is always 
illuminated unless the specific weight is exceeded.

PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF
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If the PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF warning light is illuminated, the 
passenger front air bag is not active. The side head air bag and the 
belt tensioner on the passenger side remain active even if the 
PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF warning light is illuminated.

WARNING: If the PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF warning light 
is not illuminated when the child seat is fitted, the front air 

bag is not deactivated. The child could be seriously injured if the 
passenger air bag inflates.

WARNING: To ensure that the occupant classification 
system functions correctly, never place objects under the 

seat.

WARNING: To ensure that the occupant classification 
system functions correctly, never place objects (e.g. a 

cushion) under the child restraint system. The entire base of the 
child restraint system must be in contact with the seat at all 
times. If a child restraint system is not fitted correctly it may not 
provide the intended degree of protection in the event of an 
accident and may cause injuries.
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Child passengers

WARNING: Do not leave children unsupervised in the 
vehicle even if they are secured in a child restraint. 

Children could injure themselves on parts of the vehicle, open a 
door and be seriously or even fatally harmed by prolonged 
exposure to heat or cold.

If children open a door, they could cause injury to others in 
doing so or get out of the vehicle and possibly injure 
themselves or they could be injured by a passing vehicle.

Do not expose the child restraint system to direct sunlight. The 
metal parts of the child restraint system could burn the child.

Do not carry heavy or hard objects inside the vehicle unless 
they are secured.

An unsecured or incorrectly positioned load increases the risk 
of injury to the child during sharp braking, a sudden change of 
direction or an accident.
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Child restraint systems

Secure any child under 1.35m tall or younger than 12 years of age 
travelling in the vehicle in an appropriate category restraint according 
to their weight. McLaren recommend the use of specific child 
restraints. Contact a McLaren Dealer for advice.

Category Weight

Category 0 Up to 10 kg

Category 0+s Up to 13 kg 

Category I 9 to 18 kg

Category II 15 to 25 kg

Category III 22 to 36 kg 
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WARNING: Never secure a rearward-facing child restraint 
system on the passenger seat if the passenger front air bag 

is active. The status is indicated by the PASSENGER AIR BAG 
OFF indicator.

WARNING: If the PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF indicator does 
not illuminate, do not use a rearward-facing child restraint 

system on the passenger seat. Use a forward-facing child 
restraint system on the passenger seat. The warning label on 
the passenger side is there to remind you of this.

PASSENGER AIR BAG OFF
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WARNING: If a forward facing child seat is fitted to the 
passenger seat, make sure that the passenger seat is fully 

rearwards and is positioned at the lowest height. A manual 
passenger seat does not have height adjustment.

WARNING: If the child restraint system has not been fitted 
correctly the child may not be restrained in an accident or 

sudden braking and could be injured. When fitting a child 
restraint system, observe the manufacturer's instructions on the 
correct use of the child restraint.

Never place objects (e.g. a cushion) underneath the child 
restraint. The base of the child restraint system must always be 
in full contact with the seat. If a child restraint system is not 
fitted correctly it may not provide the intended degree of 
protection and may even cause injuries.
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KISI child seat function

Your McLaren is fitted with a KISI system which is an automatic 
locking seat belt on the passenger side designed to temporarily lock 
the seat belt to securely hold the child restraint in the passenger seat.

1. Extend the passenger seat belt fully. The KISI system only 
engages when the seat belt is fully extended.

NOTE: If the vehicle is parked on a hill the inertia lock may 
stop the seat belt extending. If this occurs, release the seat 

belt slightly and continue to extend the seat belt carefully to avoid 
the engagement of the inertia lock.

2. Pass the seat belt through the child restraint as described by the 
child restraint manufacturer and engage the belt latch in the 
buckle.

3. Adjust the belt so that the lower section is tight against the 
restraint and allow the upper section to retract. The KISI system 
will click as the belt retracts.

4. When the seat belt has retracted as far as possible, pull on the 
upper section to check that the seat belt has locked.

NOTE: The KISI system will disengage when the seat belt 
has fully retracted and can then be worn as a normal seat 

belt. Once the KISI system has unlocked, it will be necessary to 
fully extend the seat belt to engage the KISI system the next time 
a child restraint is used.
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IGNITION

Switching the ignition on and off

1. Ensure that the key is inside the vehicle.

2. Without depressing the brake pedal, press the START/STOP 
button (arrowed) for more than 2 seconds and the ignition will 
switch on.

3. Press the START/STOP button again to switch off the ignition.
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INSTRUMENTS

Main instruments

1. Tachometer

2. Speedometer
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Left-hand display

Displays vital information to the driver and allows configuration of 
some system features and settings.
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The following categories are available:

Home screen

Settings

Vehicle info

HOME 14.38

14.38SETTINGS 14.38

14.38VEHICLE INFO 14.38
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Language

Trip computer

LANGUAGE 14.38

14.38TRIP 14.38
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To navigate through a category

1. Move the left-hand stalk up or down (SCROLL + or -) to highlight 
your choice.

2. Pull the stalk towards you (FORWARD) to enter your selection. 

3. Then select the topic of interest from the list, move the left-hand 
stalk up or down (SCROLL + or -) to highlight your choice.

4. Pull the stalk towards you (FORWARD) to move through to the 
next menu in the structure.

5.  At the end of each structure there will be a display of information 
or a screen where a setting can be changed. 

6. When the function required is selected or a setting is made, press 
the OK button on the end of the left-hand stalk to confirm.

A setting is only changed if the OK button is pressed.
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Instruments - right-hand side

1. Oil temperature

2. Water temperature

3. Fuel level

4. Active control display
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Warning lights 

Electronic Stability Control OFF

Electronic Stability Control 
operating

Brake

Seat belt 

General warning

Rear fog lamps

Sidelamps

Dipped beam headlamps

Main beam headlamps
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Left-hand direction indicators

Right-hand direction indicators

Engine diagnostic

Air bag

Anti-lock Braking System 

Tyre Pressure Monitoring System

Parking brake on

Parking brake fault
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DRIVING

Starting and stopping the engine

Starting the engine

1. Ensure that the key fob is in the vehicle.

2. Depress the brake pedal, and continuously press the START/
STOP button (arrowed) and the engine will start.

3. Cranking can be stopped by either releasing the brake pedal, or 
releasing the START/STOP button.

NOTE: Do not depress the accelerator pedal when starting 
the engine.

Configurable features

Manual crank The engine will crank as long as the START/STOP 
button is pressed.

Timed crank The engine will crank until it starts and will stop if 
the START/STOP button is pressed again. 
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Stopping the engine

1. Apply the parking brake.

2. Select neutral (N).

3. Press the START/STOP button (arrowed) and the engine will 
stop.

NOTE: Do not depress the accelerator pedal when stopping 
the engine.
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Seamless Shift Gearbox

The gearbox can be operated in automatic or manual mode. 
Automatic mode is selected unless the driver chooses manual mode.

Drive

All seven forward gears are available. Gear changes will be 
automatic, unless manual mode has been selected.

Neutral

No gear is engaged. Releasing the brakes will allow the vehicle 
to move freely, e.g. for pushing or towing.

Reverse

In normal circumstances, select reverse gear when the vehicle 
is stationary. 
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Manual mode

Press the ACTIVE button (1), then press the MANUAL button (2). 

All gear changes, except reverse, are made using the gearshift 
paddles. 
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Active dynamics settings

The handling and powertrain control switches allow the driver to 
optimise the performance characteristics of the vehicle.

Press the ACTIVE button to switch on the active dynamics panel. 

Rotate the handling control (arrowed) to select one of the following.

N Normal Gives a compliant ride with good body control.

S Sport Gives a firmer ride coupled with enhanced handling 
characteristics.

T Track Almost racing car handling and ride characteristics.
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Rotate the powertrain control (arrowed) to select one of the following.

N Normal Gear changes are configured for optimum economy 
without sacrificing performance.

S Sport Gear changes occur at a higher engine speed and 
with a reduced shift duration.

T Track Gear change is at its sharpest, changes occur 
instantly. 
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Winter mode

Press the WINTER button (arrowed) to select. Winter mode overrides 
handling and powertrain settings. Settings are set to offer the driver 
maximum assistance in slippery conditions.
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Releasing the parking brake

1. Depress and hold the brake pedal.

2. Depress the parking brake switch, the parking brake releases and 
the light in the switch extinguishes.

The status light extinguishes.

NOTE: If the parking brake is not manually released, it will 
automatically release as the vehicle is driven off forward, or 

in reverse as long as the following conditions are met:

 All doors are closed;

 Drivers seat belt is buckled;

S

N

T

AERO

S

N

T

MANUAL

WINTER LAUNCH

ACTIVE

P

START

ENGINE
STOP

P

Quick Guide.book  Page 41  Monday, November 7, 2011  7:30 AM


